
ABOUT WDUQ 90.5 FM: 
WDUQ 90.5 FM reaches the most listeners of any public radio outlet in the region.  WDUQ broadcasts the flagship National 
Public Radio (NPR) news programs, regional news and public affairs, entertainment and jazz programming.  WDUQ also 
produces music and spoken word programs for national and international radio distribution.  WDUQ broadcasts from the 
campus of Duquesne University to the tri-state area and streams two audio channels on the web (www.wduq.org).  It can be 
heard in Johnstown on 100.5 FM, New Baltimore on 92.3 FM, Somerset on 104.1 FM, and Ligonier on 104.1 FM. 
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WDUQ 90.5 FM TO BROADCAST ÒJOE NEGRI PRESENTSÉÓ,  
THE HISTORY OF JAZZ GUITAR 

 

 Pitts burgh, Pennsylvania (March 25, 2008).  April is Jazz Appreciation Month, and on 

Thursday, April 10 and Friday, April 11, WDUQ 90.5 FM debuts a new two-part history of jazz guitar, 

hosted by Joe Negri.  Airing at 7 pm each night, ÒJoe Negri PresentsÉÓ captures the history and 

colorful personalities that defined the guitarÕs emergence as a prominent jazz instrument.  The 

complete two-part special will be rebroadcast on Saturday, April 12, from 3 to 5 pm.  

 Joe Negri, familiar to tv audiences as ÒHandymanÓ Negri on ÒMister  RogersÕ Neighborhood,Ó 

has distinguished himself as a jazz guitarist, composer, and educator.  In the early 1950Õs, Negri moved 

to New York, where he met many of the early innovators of jazz guitar, including Tal Farlow, Ji mmy 

Raney, and Johnny Smi th.  He brought this experience back to Pittsburgh, where he and his family 

settled, and has passed his training on through education classes and performances. 

 Part one of the special looks at the acoustic developments of outstanding performers like Eddie 

Lang and Lonnie Johnson, through the monumental achievements of Django Reinhardt and Charlie 

Christi an.  Part two provides the notable contributions of the bebop guitarists, the groundbreaking 

explorations of players like Ji m Hall and Wes Montgomer y, and closes with a whirlwind tour of the 

most recent stylistic developments. 

 ÒJoe Negri Presents...Ó is supported by the Pennsylvania Counci l on the Arts, a state agency, 

through its regional arts funding partnership, Pennsyl vania Partners in the Arts .  State government 

funding comes through an annual appropriation by PennsylvaniaÕs General Assembly.  Pennsylvania 

Partners in the Arts is administered in Allegheny County by the Greater Pitt sburgh Arts Counci l. 

 ÒJoe Negri PresentsÉÓ was produced by WDUQ.  For Joe Negri photo, interview information, or 

to request a review copy, please contact Mark Bertolet at 412.396.4556, or bertolet@wduq.org. 

[End] 

 


